Though You Left Me I Still Water Your Plants by Harrison, Bradley
CutBank 
Volume 1 
Issue 80 CutBank 80 Article 47 
Spring 2014 
Though You Left Me I Still Water Your Plants 
Bradley Harrison 
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank 
 Part of the Creative Writing Commons 
Let us know how access to this document benefits you. 
Recommended Citation 
Harrison, Bradley (2014) "Though You Left Me I Still Water Your Plants," CutBank: Vol. 1 : Iss. 80 , Article 
47. 
Available at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/cutbank/vol1/iss80/47 
This Poetry is brought to you for free and open access by ScholarWorks at University of Montana. It has been 
accepted for inclusion in CutBank by an authorized editor of ScholarWorks at University of Montana. For more 
information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu. 
BRADLEY H A R R IS O N
T H O U G H  YOU LEFT M E I STILL WATER Y O U R  PLANTS
T h e r e  are days  I w a n t  to  m a k e  you  u n d e r s t a n d .
Da ys  p i l ed  l ike a s h i p ’s s p l i n t e r e d  t i m b e r s  
in a s to ck y a rd  o f  t h e  t h r o a t - s l i t  m o o n .
T h e r e  are days  I w a n t  to  call yo u
fr o m  th e  mi les  o f  m y  q u i e t  to  tell  you
h o w  she  w o re  the  sam e  pan t i e s
you w o u l d  s o m e t i m e s  wear.  H o w  w i t h  nerves
1 w o r k e d  m y  m o u t h  d o w n  h e r  f r am e,
h a n d s  r u b b i n g  for  w a r m t h ,
to  m a y b e  ca tc h  a spark ,
her  o p e n e d  jeans  I p u l l ed  away
a n d  saw t h e m  th e r e  in c o t t o n ,
th e  h o r i z o n t a l  s t r ipes  a n d  lacy t r im ,
gray a n d  w h i t e  a n d  e v e r y t h i n g
left  me w h e n  y o u  d id .  But  these .  You left  me
these.  I am  no  w e r e w o l f  b u t
I t o o k  t h e m  all t h e  sam e  in m y  tee th
a n d  I to re  yo u  o p e n  gently ,  t h a t  I m i g h t
f ind  m y s e l f  in yo u  again ,  ge t  los t  in the  t rees
w i t h  y o u r  lit  m a t c h  in m y  m o u t h .
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